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Discovering Students’ Good = 49
48 « The Innocent Classroom '

To support teachers’ efforts in this regard, in the Innocent

0
Classroom we have developed alist (see Figure 2.1) that reduces many Seen and heard | Children may manifest this unexpressed good in contrasting
{ . tod . i : lways seem to be performing, whereas others
: most basic impulse, or good. This ways: some a
behaviors, urges, and actions to their Wt _ i 5 i
; A K ecific your strategies with a student ardly speak. Sqrpe c |ldren w oldeS|re o be seen and heard
guide can help drive and make sp y exist almost invisibly; their voice is never considered. They may
t0 help th m begin to trust you as someone who cares. intentionally hide, or they may show up in a disruptive way.
o help the
Successful Some children need to feel like they can accomplish tasks
FIGURE 2.1 effectively. Might this child believe that no matter what they do,
)} it never works out well? They might hesitate to demonstrate
oods Are Manifested in the Classroom what they know or complete tasks if they don't believe they will
How Unengaged G be successful. Some students are driven to seek a feeling of
success despite their own limitations. This good can generate
a variety of behaviors, such as talking over other students or
Is it possible that this child never feels like they get to make demonstrating cynicism about school.
any decisions? Are they constantly being told What 1o d°"'tb}(’ Accepted Does this child believe that who they are isn't welcomed by the
everybody? For this child, cumulatively, it is a triggering state people around them?
ol Being, o natjust from-othgk people but Respected Might this child feel as though no one truly admires them for
i i i isolated, not ju 2
Benzeal Mighpthisiliifise. = r schocjyl environment? who they are or acknowledges them for what thgy dq. Do they
belonging also from the classroom o feel resentment toward those who see?m to receive higher
B Different from a sense of belonging, the goqd of.feeli.ng con- regard from teachers and classmates?
nected is predominantly about people. Is this child discon- Untroubled For some children, it may seem as though life offers an unend-
nected from their classmates? ing series of challenges, one after another. Is this child seeking
. i i ?
Might this child be in a constant state of threat? Even in the . refuge and respite from daily trauma?
“safe” environment of your class, do they still seem thpagtene Hopeful Might this child lack any belief in a positive future? Do they live
or “unsafe”? with a sense of doom and foreboding?
Cared for Do you know of a person in this Child’sh.life ;NhO isr::(i;ff’zg i Validated Many children suffer from a lack of validation from the people
2 Might this child be searching for 0 . ) e o
2?::;:&::: ?;.tmal?nh? Molzt educators claim that they care for their ;‘:tegn?g:; S:E:vitfhgc’:tig;: dcZtgn“;:;:(nzat;d;fcgﬁé?:;
students, but do you think the child perceives your actions as tasks after having been denied validation for so long?
i authentic caring?
signs o e P Survival Is there a sense of desperation in this child? Perhaps school
‘ldren are never free of labels. More stu and sehoelwork seem orflsous in theirlife. For sof
Narmé, 232:::25?5; individualized education programs (IEPs) or o?our childr:n thzebassilcjieedus ofssllrj]rvi\?;rl t;oemin;t?eoth:ir
greeted by new teachers who already know about their famty consciousness as they try to overcome trauma and harmful
issues, learning disab&itii‘:"t?d r;]alsdt ﬁ;(sg%zz:\esuﬁ;;z a:)urthor- : circumstances. They may not know where they will end up after
i s. Mi is chi : “Thi ;
e neen the subject f ridcule? There are many reasons 2 e L e
ihildymight feel that they are anything put normal in the coptext Hoy R
of a classroom. They may not understand that there really is
no normal. Given all that, does this child need someone to help Stable Might this child feel shaken by a constantly changing real-
2 ity outside school? Their unpredictable circumstances may
them feel free of labels? e e e g
; told they are smart which may lead prevent them rom be ieving at stability as value. Per aps
Smart Some children are n.Tvel't °f Lf A trated wit'h the people not surprisingly, children with this good often bring confusion
them to expect to fail or to feetrus ; and chaos in their wake; stable and ordered engagement in the
around them. Is this child desperate to feel that someone thinks classroom is actually uncomfortable for them.
they are smart? R e g




